
St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council 
West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road, St Anne’s on Sea, Lancashire, FY8 2AE 

Thursday 23rd  March 2017 

To: Electors of the Parish of St. Anne’s on the Sea 
Members of St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council 
Principal Authority – Ward Councillors 

Notice is hereby given that the 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Will be held on Tuesday 11th April 2017 at 6.30 pm,  
St. Anne’s Palace, 18 Garden Street, St. Anne’s on the Sea, FY8 2AA 

Councillor C Little 
TOWN MAYOR 

A G E N D A 

1. WELCOME - Town Mayor, Councillor Cheryl Little

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

3. MINUTES

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th April 2016,
attached as Appendix A.

4. COUNCIL ACTIVITY

The Town Mayor will give details of the activities of the Council since the last meeting.

5. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

6. FINAL REMARKS – MEETING CLOSES AT 7.00 pm





Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Town Council held on  
Tuesday 12th April 2016 6.30pm, St. Anne’s Palace, 18 Garden Street, 

St. Anne’s on the Sea, FY8 2AA  

Present: Councillors V Settle Chairman 
C Akeroyd 
C Lanyon 
C Little 
A Jacques 
B Meadowcroft 
E Nash 
G Neale 
V Willder 

Officers S Taylor Town Clerk 
S Dunn Community Development Manager 

Members of the Public 3 

Prior to the meeting one minute’s silence was held in respect of Mr David Wood who died very 
recently.  David was a very good friend to the Town Council and a prominent and dedicated 
individual to the community of St. Anne’s. 

1. WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tony Ford and Councillor Karen Henshaw. 

3. MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 21st April 2015 be approved 
and signed as a correct record. 

4. COUNCIL ACTIVITY

The Chairman advised how much he had enjoyed attending many events both locally and outside of 
the town as a representative of the Town Council and townspeople. 

Councillor Settle reported that his Mayoral year that had been exceptionally busy with a hectic mix of 
engagements in support of the community of St Anne’s on the Sea.  Ably supported by the Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr C Little and his Consort, Linda Settle, he attended a great variety of events. 

The Mayor said that it seemed a long time since May last year when he started his mayoral year and 
he would always have wonderful memories of the of many lovely events that he attended.  The well-
established Carnival and the Kite Festival, he believed improved every year. 

One event he felt honoured to attend was the Battle of Britain Memorial Service, followed by a 
reception at the RAFA home, where he had a long chat with a gentleman who had flown Spitfires 
amongst other aircraft in the Second World War.  It was an absolute privilege to listen to his stories, 
which he recalled so vividly and a privilege to be invited to religious services, many of which were at 
St. Margaret’s Church. 

Probably the highlight of the year though, was his twin town visit to Werne in Northern Germany, 
where about 30 representatives from St. Anne’s were entertained by the Town Council at their 
annual Sim-Ju festival, attended by some 100,000 people and was a remarkable event.   
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The Mayor reported on his Mayoral Ball at the St. Anne’s Palace and hoped his successors would 
continue the tradition. Finally, Winter arrived and the Town Council organised Christmas lights 
switch on event had been the best organised yet.  His charity this year has been Sign Hi Say Hi! for 
local deaf children and he hoped to have helped in a small way to improve their services. 
 
Staffing and Councillor Changes 
The 2015 election meant the Town Council said goodbye to outgoing Councillors Gail Goodman 
(Ashton Ward), Barbara Mackenzie (Central Ward) and Dawn Prestwich (Park Ward).  At the same 
time, we welcomed newly elected Councillors Richard Bennett (Central Ward), Beccy Meadowcroft 
(Park Ward) and Graeme Neale (Ashton Ward). 
 
The Town Council welcomed John Nightingale, Town Council Support Officer in June 2015, and 
Darrel Treece-Birch, Town Enterprise and Promotion Officer who joined in August 2015.  
 
St. Annes in Bloom 
St Anne’s on the Sea In Bloom continued to build its reputation and influence. (In Bloom was 
supported by the Town Council through an annual grant of £1500).  The competition for 2015 
recorded seven It's Your Neighbourhood Awards showing that the town’s diverse and well spread 
communities are all making important contributions to the look of St. Anne’s as a pleasant place to 
live, work and visit. 
 
Shepherd Road Allotments 
Shepherd Road Allotments had 154 plots of various sizes and the site was managed by members of 
the community and the Allotment Association in conjunction with the Town Council.  For the second 
year in succession Shepherd Road has been judged ‘Outstanding’ in the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ 
award competition. 
 
Blundell Road Allotments 
Blundell Road was a smaller community site with 28 small plots. Tenants tended to be local 
community groups and first timers who wished to grow fruit, flowers and vegetables.   Blundell Road 
has been judged ‘Outstanding’ in the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ for the 4th year running. 

 
Neighbourhood Planning 
The Town Council were still busy, actively producing a Neighbourhood Plan for St Anne’s.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan set out policies that (if approved by Referendum following an independent 
examination) would help shape the future of St Anne’s.  Alongside the Neighbourhood Plan, there 
was a Design Guide.  The Design Guide would enable people to influence future developments for St 
Anne’s, so any future planning application would need to meet the criteria set out in the guide.  
 
Christmas Lights Infrastructure 
The Town Council obtained ownership of the existing Christmas Lights for St. Anne’s town centre in 
2014.  The existing lights located within St. Anne’s Road West were approaching 10 years old.  For 
the 2015 Christmas Light Display, the Town Council’s ambition was to refresh the existing lights within 
the square, extend the display into Garden Street and St. Georges Road and improve the features in 
Wood Street. 
 
In April 2015, the Council began planning for the improvements, allocating additional funds but being 
mindful of obtaining best value for money for all residents.  It was agreed to replace the fairy light 
features on the lampposts in Wood Street with modern colourful feature displays, which lifted the 
existing display, against the back drop of fairy lights within the trees.  The blue, red and green lights 
added extra sparkle. 
 
For the square, the old lamppost features (which required extensive maintenance and used high 
levels of electricity) were replaced with white sequencer LED displays which refreshed the scheme.  
The updated lights were more robust than the existing display and much brighter.  In Garden Street 
and St Georges Road, the town centre display was extended and additional infrastructure was fitted in 
September 2015.  Then five new light features were installed, adding, green, white, red and blue to 
the display. 
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The Town Council worked very hard on the towns behalf to negotiate the very best price for these 
additional lights.  After much negotiation, the scheme came in for the same price as 2014, but 
updated and extended.  All the new lights required little maintenance and being LED used very low 
levels of electricity, but this did not impact on the brightness of the display.  Again, this was a saving 
to the Council Tax payer.   
 
During the wettest winter on record the lighting display withstood the terrible weather.  But, the Town 
Council does not like to rest on its laurels and wishes to continual updating and improving the display 
year on year. 

 
Youth Council 
The town’s Youth Council continued its monthly cycle of meetings. Current members are engaged in 
seeking some new representatives now that some of the youth council have moved on to college and 
university.  The new officers elected were; Chairman-Rosie Rothwell, Vice Chairman-Cameron Hardie 
and Secretary-James Hurley. 
 
Each month youth councillors had collected and donated food in support of Fylde’s Food Bank. They 
were also involved in St. Anne’s Carnival, taking part in the parade and manning a stall to promote 
their activities and to raise money through their popular Roll-a-Penny boards and their Skittle Game. 
 
In October five youth councillors visited Werne in Germany to meet up with their counterparts as part 
of a Twinning trip. They were joined by members of the Lytham St Anne’s Twining Association. 
 
Former Chairman of the Youth Council Hal Meakin, who was Fylde’s Youth MP, had been chosen as 
the Debate Lead for the North West to speak in the House of Commons in November. Hal had been 
with the town’s Youth Council since it was set up 5 years previously.  He has been very much to the 
fore in developing the youth council and engaging with the town’s young people through the Make 
Your Mark ballot.  
 
The Mayor stated that the Town Council were extremely proud of the resourceful and enthusiastic 
Youth Council. 
 
St. Anne’s Enterprise Partnership 
This initiative stood for St Anne’s Enterprise Partnership that brought St Anne’s Town Council 
together with Fylde Borough Council and a cross section of local retail and business leaders in a 
concerted effort to boost business growth and improve many varying aspects of the town. 
 
To help manage this resource, Darrel Treece-Birch has joined the Town Council in a part-time 
capacity as Town Enterprise and Promotions officer.  Darrel brought 30 years of experience from a 
successful career in retail to this role and had already made an impact locally.  Darrel will be the 
facilitator of the STEP partnership and will be the central point for communications.  
 
An executive board was drawing members from all sides of the partnership and had met several 
during the year. Its aim was to produce a strategy and action plan for growth.  Funding had been 
provided by the Coastal Communities Fund and St Anne’s was now recognised formally by the 
Government as a Coastal Community for the first time in its history. 
 
The team were already looking at how to take the town forward both by improving its status as a 
resort and by co-ordinating events that would help to attract more visitors to the town. The aim was to 
promote the town as a destination and home with exceptional high quality standards and to build a 
greater sense of community and mutual co-operation.   
 
The strategy would cover, events to attract visitors, opportunities to enhance the town’s exceptional 
food and beverage offering, a high standard of street maintenance including signage and extending 
improved pavements and landscaping throughout the centre, plus refurbishment of the Town Centre, 
digital media initiatives, safety and security, and several other measures that were categorised within 
project groups.  Darrel Treece-Birch could be contacted via email to tepo@stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk 
or telephone 01253 781124. 
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5. QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
There were no questions or comments raised. 
 
6. FINAL REMARKS 
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending the meeting and the for the huge amount of work 
undertaken by the Council and local community which ensured St. Anne’s was such an enjoyable 
place to live. 
 
Councillor Cheryl Little congratulated the Mayor on his very successful year.  
 
It was noted that the next meeting would be at 6.30pm on Tuesday 11th April 2017.  
 
 
The meeting was closed at 6.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………… 
 
Chairman 
11th April 2017 
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