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St. Anne’s on the Sea Town 
Council 

 
West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road, St Anne’s on the Sea, 

Lancashire FY8 2AE 
 

 
Tuesday 20th November 2012 

 
To: The Chairman and all Members of St Anne’s on the Sea Town Council Policy 

and Resources Committee. (Councillors Ford, Goodman, Lanyon, Little, Nash, 
Settle, Willder and Town Mayor (ex-officio) [Copy to other Members for 
information.] 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of the Policy and Resources 
Committee to be held at West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road, St. Anne’s on the Sea 
on Tuesday 27th November 2012 commencing at 2.00 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Philip Jackson. 
Town Clerk 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the 
members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Town 
Clerk as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to 
be recorded.  Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member’s absence 
are acceptable. 
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2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members are asked to declare any interests, and the nature of that interest, 
which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.  
Members are reminded that they must disclose both the existence and the nature 
of a personal interest in any matter to be considered at this meeting. A Member 
with a personal interest will also have a prejudicial interest if the interest is one 
which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would 
reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the Members’ 
judgement of the public interest.  A Member who has a prejudicial interest must 
withdraw from the meeting room. 

 
3. DISPENSATIONS 

 
To consider any dispensations in relation to the previous item. 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
To receive and approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Committee held on 23rd October 2012. (Copy attached Appendix A). 

 
5. PRECEPT SETTING 2013/14 

 
The Committee is asked to note the advice received from NALC. Appendix B. 

  
6. PUBLIC OFFICES 

 
To consider any developments. 

 
7. COMMUNITY WOODLAND – MIDGELAND FARM 

 
Members are aware that the County Council are working on the landfill site at 
Midgeland Farm to create a Community Woodland.  A community consultation is 
taking place at St Nicholas Church of England Primary School, School Lane, 
Blackpool between 3pm and 7pm on Tuesday 27th November. 
 
A invitation has been made to discuss the project further with the Town Council 
and the Committee is requested if they wish to appoint a representative to take 
up this offer. 

 
8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

To note that the next meeting will be at 2.00pm on Tuesday, 15th January 2013 
at St West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road.  

 
9. MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE SESSION 
 

The Committee may consider it appropriate to consider the following resolution 
should they consider that any discussion would be prejudicial to the public 
interest: 
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That, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information.  The public and press to withdraw from the meeting 
during consideration of detailed discussion regarding: 

 
10  Staffing Review 
11  Land at St Anne’s Railway Station 
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St. Anne's on the Sea Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 23rd October 2012 at  

West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road 

 
Present:  Councillors  E Nash Chairman 

T Ford 

C Lanyon 

V Settle 

V Willder 

A Jacques ex-officio 

 

P Jackson  Town Clerk 
Also present  I Curtis Fylde Borough Council 

 
Members of the Public/Press   1 

 
374/12 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Goodman and Little.  
 

375/12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillors Ford and Willder declared a personal interest in the item 
relating to St Annes in Bloom insofar as they were representatives on the In 
Bloom Committee. 
 

376/12 DISPENSATIONS BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
 

This item had been referred back by Council following comments from a 
Member of the Public.  The Member of the Public was present at the 
meeting and was given the opportunity to voice his objections to the 
proposed block dispensation. 
 
The Town Clerk presented an advice note from the Society of Local Council 
Clerks dealing with dispensations which referred to Section 33 of the 
Localism Act which defined the circumstances under which a dispensation 
might be granted.  This proposed a more relaxed regime than that detailed 
in the former Standards Board advice note which the Member of Public had 
addressed. 
 
However, the Town Clerk considered that interpretation of elements 
regarding dispensations following the new act and Code of Conduct were 
still emerging and he considered it prudent given this level of uncertainty 
that the matter should be deferred pending the publication of further advice. 
 
RESOLVED That the granting of a block dispensation be deferred. 
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377/12 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

RESOLVED That the minutes of the meeting held on 11th 
September 2012 be approved and signed as a correct 
record. 

 
378/12 LOCALISM 
 

Mr Curtis, Head of Governance at Fylde Borough Council had been invited 
to the meeting to explain various elements of the new legislation and their 
relevance to the Town Council and Community.  In particular the 
significance of: 
 

 Power of General Competence 

 Community Right to Challenge 

 Assets of Community Value 

 Neighbourhood Planning 
 

Members asked various question of Mr Curtis and he was thanked for 
attending and guidance provided. 

 
379/12 FORWARD PLAN 
 

There was a brief discussion following the informal meeting details of which 
would be brought forward for consideration in preparation for next year’s 
budget. 
 

380/12 BUDGETARY REPORT 
 

The budgetary report for the period to September was considered. 
 
RESOLVED To note the report. 
 

381/12 BUDGET PLANNING 2013 - 3014 
 
The Town Clerk advised he would be having meetings with the Committee 
Chairman as part of the budget preparations for next year.  
 

382/12 COMMITTE TIMETABLE 2013 - 22014 
 

The existing agreed Committee timetable would expire in January 2013 and 
the meeting considered a new timetable for the period up the May 2014.  
The Town Clerk in proposing the extended timetable said that he was 
aware that the Council wished to look more closely at the arrangements for 
Committees but as no meetings were scheduled beyond January next year 
it was essential that a timetable for next year and beyond was agreed.  The 
Council would be able to change the timetable any time in the future if it so 
wished. 
 
RESOLVED That the proposed timetable be approved. 
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383/12 A FLAG FOR ST. ANNE’S 

 
Councillor Settle reported further on the discussions that had taken place 
with the Civic Society and Mr Phillip Tibbetts on the design of a Flag for St 
Anne’s on the Sea and on the preferred design which had been discussed 
by Members informally.  He advised that the next steps to getting the flag 
registered would be to make a joint application with the Civic Society to the 

Chief Vexillologist at the Flag Institute. 

He referred Members to the following extract from the proposed 
request for registration which explained why the particular design had 
been chosen. 

 Symbology – the golden waves on the deep blue represent our 
famous sandy beach and sea views, with sand dunes as a backdrop.  
The beach and sea are nationally known for their views but also for 
their use by sand sports enthusiasts and kiting experts.  Towards 
the hoist portion of the design is charged a white lifeboat which 
represents the “Laura Janet”, the lifeboat which was lost with great 
loss of life in the biggest disaster in the RNLI’s history.  It 
represents therefore the maritime heritage of our town as well as 
the bravery and sacrifice of its citizens.  The boats placement 
towards the hoist of the design recalls the areas original name of 
“West End”, when the area was the western part of the ancient 
Parish of Lytham before it became a parish in its own right in the 
late 19th Century. 

 Colours – the pantones for the design are: Blue 280, Yellow 116 
and White, thus keeping to a simple 3 colour design.  We believe 
these colours not only provide the best contrasts within the design, 
but will also provide harmony with the flags that will most 
commonly be seen alongside it; i.e. the blue is the same shade as 
that in the Union flag, whilst the gold is the same as the Lancashire 
County flag. 
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RESOLVED i) To RECOMMEND to Council to approve the design of 

the flag and that application by made to Chief 
Vexillologist at the Flag Institute for approval and 
registration of the flag as the Flag of St Anne’s on the 
Sea. 

ii) To request that Councillor Settle report further on 
proposals for display of the Flag. 

 
384/12 IN BLOOM 
 

The Town Clerk reported that the Council had agreed a budget of £1,500 to 
support the new In Bloom initiative and had previously released £1,000 to 
the new organisation.  They had requested that the remaining £500 be 
released. 
 
RESOLVED To pay the remaining £500 to the St Anne’s on the Sea In 

Bloom Committee. 
 
385/12 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

It was noted that the next meeting will be at 2.00pm on Tuesday 27th 
November 2012 at West Lodge, 5 St George’s Road. 

 
386/12 MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE SESSION 
 

There were no matters for consideration. 

 
 
 
 

Signed  ................................................ 

Chairman 

Date 27th November  2012 
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The National Association of Local Council issued the following advice on the 
26th October 2012 
 

Precepts Update NALC Policy Briefing P39-12 
 

Executive Summary 

 Any "Excessive Council Tax Increase" trigger will be set by the Secretary of 

State in the Local Government Finance Report - a draft is made to Parliament 

in late November or early December each year.  This Report is then debated 

and made final in the late January following – the ensuing one will appear in 

late January, 2013; 

 The Chancellor of the Exchequer is making his Autumn Statement on 5th 

December, 2012.  The National Audit and Accounts Advisor would expect the 

Draft Local Government Finance Report to be in a Written Statement to 

Parliament on Thursday 6th December, 2012; 

 No precept should be formally approved until after the publication of the Draft 

Report (early December, 2012).  Each local council should also wait for the 

Tax Base figures to be issued by the Billing Authorities on 1st December, 

2012; 

 For every local council the need to look at the rate of increase in Council Tax 

Band D means that formal setting of Precept should be concluded in January.  

This really means that the bulk of the work can be completed in November but 

only resulting in a "minded to" decision of a local council which is then ratified 

in January when the Tax Rate values can be calculated; and 

The National Association will be issuing a further briefing in mid-November, 2012, per 

progress with the Government’s latter proposals to mitigate the effects of its 

Localisation for the Support of Council Tax on parish precepts, with the Local 

Government Finance Bill (currently at its Third Reading in the House of Lords 

This further update was issued on the 16th November 2012 

1. Smaller local councils should continue to liaise directly with their Billing Authorities in 

terms of the process of precept-setting for 2013-14; and 

2. Local councils are still not formally covered by the Referendum on Excessive Council 

Tax Increases – we will let the sector know if and when they are. 

These two points can be made with some certainty at present.  NALC Policy Briefing P39-12 

was intended to be a well-meaning holding position nationally for the way local councils of all 

sizes set their precepts for the 2013-14 financial year.  It has clearly generally been a 

financially uncertain time for local government in recent months.  The National Association 

will know more when the Draft Local Government Finance Report is published (probably on 

or around 6/12), and will alert the local councils’ sector to any changes after that point. 

 


