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Staff Details
St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council office
West Lodge, 5 St. George’s Road
St. Anne’s on the Sea, FY8 2AE
www.stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk

Tel: 01253 781124

Town Clerk: Kevin Martin

Responsible Finance Officer: John Nightingale

Enterprise and Promotions Officer: Darrel Treece-Birch
tepo@stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk

Town Council Generic Email:
info@stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk

Front Cover: Adam Gee

Next Town Council Meetings
Please see our website for the latest details of all our meetings as start times are subject 
to change. Unless otherwise stated all meetings are held at;
West Lodge, 5 St. George’s Road, St. Anne’s on the Sea, FY8 2AE.

MEET THE TEAM

Planning Committee
(all Tuesdays at 1.30pm)
23rd November
21st December
25th January
22nd February

Policy & Resources Committee
(all Tuesdays at 1.30pm)
14th December
15th February

Full Council Meeting
Tuesday 16th November 6.45pm
Tuesday 18th January 6.45pm
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Dear Resident,

As we continue to get back to something like normal following the traumatic events of the last 18 
months, now is a good time to take stock and look forward. 
My thoughts are with those who have lost loved ones or otherwise suffered during the pandemic. 
And my thanks to all those who have stepped up to help the community in so many ways during 
these trying times. You are the people who make our town such a great place to live.

A major exercise is underway to regenerate St. Anne’s, led by Fylde Council and Building Design 
Partnership Ltd (BDP). Town Councillors and Officers will be working closely with them to ensure 
residents’ needs and wishes are fully represented. Already we are seeing good news as work has 
started on the former JR Taylors building to transform it into a high-quality spa, restaurant, and hotel 
complex. I’m sure this will quickly become a “go to” destination and we will see other exciting 
proposals being submitted. I understand that every empty shop unit in the town centre is either let 
or has firm expressions of interest (with one exception where an update is expected imminently) we 
will soon see a modern, vibrant town once again which will create jobs for local people and bring in 
more visitors.

The September Spectacular Event in Ashton Gardens was a huge success, entertaining thousands of 
residents, and visitors across five days, we had some positive feedback. The Community and 
Neighbourhood (CAN) Team of councillors and officers chaired by Councillor Karen Harrison is 
putting together a top-quality Christmas event. This will include Santa visiting several local 
shopping areas around the town followed by music in the Square and culminating in the all 
important switch on of the lights. And the team are already planning for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee in June and a further family / music event in August next year. Keep checking our 
newsletters, website, and Facebook page for further details.

The Public Rights of Way (PROW) Team chaired by Councillor Vince Settle has also been busy, 
working to improve the bridleways on the edge of town. New benches have been installed so 
walkers can “take the weight off” for a while, and the recent “Bee Bombing” exercise was a big 
success, supported by local businesses and our MP, Mark Menzies. We are planning to expand the 
role of this group to include other environmental and “green 
space” areas within St. Anne’s, so watch out for more projects 
coming soon.

I must thank the Blundell Road Allotments for the Mayor’s Pears 
(or “Murrs Purrs” in the local dialect!!!) which are currently 
maturing into a lovely rich Christmas Chutney! 

And thanks to Councillor Carol Lanyon who was instrumental in 
planting the Murr’s Purr Tree several years ago.

Best wishes to all!

Gavin Harrison
Chairman, St. Anne’s Town Council

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
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WILDINGS LANE - bee bombing / wild flowers
Wild Flowers Planted at Wildings Lane

St. Anne’s Town Council would like to say an 
enormous thank you to everyone involved 
in the Bee-bombing (wildflower seeds) near 
Wildings Lane. Children from St. Anne’s 
College Grammar school, Heyhouses 
Endowed Church of England Primary School 
and Clifton Primary School all took part in 
specified zones. We had helpers from Senior 
Moments Care, Blundell Road Allotments and 
residents of the Town. 
Our MP Mr Mark Menzies also came down 
to participate. Our own Councillor Joanne 
Gardner was present spade in hand 
breaking the ground up for the seeds to have 
the best chance of taking root. The Town 
Council would also like to specifically thank 
the three Rangers on hand and coordinating 
all these efforts Phil, Fraser, and Andrew. 
We would also like to give thanks to Rowland 
Homes for allowing us to access their site to 
make this happen, thank you. This was a joint 
project between St. Anne’s Town Council and 
the Fylde Rangers to establish wildflowers 
either side of the path to attract more bees, 
butterflies, and other insects. Superb job 
everyone.

Phil, Fraser and Andrew of Fylde Rangers

L: MP Mark Menzies / R: Cllr Jo Gardner & Fran Crowther

The children of Clifton Primary School
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St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council Public Rights of Way Working Group (PROW), 
Councillors Joanne Gardner, Jon Harrison and Vince Settle are pleased to announce ongoing 
improvements to the Public Rights of Way within St. Anne’s on the Sea.

Four benches were recently installed on the bridleways. Funding was provided from the 
New Homes Bonus. The PROW working group managed the project and Fylde Council 
officers undertook the installation. Thanks go to Rowland Homes for guidance and 
permission as landowner.

A bee bombing exercise took place on the 23rd of September (see previous page) to create 
a wildflower meadow. The session was organised by the Fylde Rangers service with 
financing and assistant provided by the Town Council. The local MP, Town Councillors, 
school children and residents were in attendance planting seeds. The intention is to trial 
the success of the project to see if the scheme can be expanded.

Plans are in place to install interpretation boards on Moss Edge Lane to provide a record 
of the history of the area.

WILDINGS LANE BENCHES
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Environment Agency gives green light for funding towards St. Anne’s sea defences project

The Environment Agency has approved a £12.1M fund towards the regeneration of the 
St. Anne’s sea defences.
The replacement aims to reduce the risk of coastal erosion and flooding to over 500 
properties and businesses over the next 100 years and involves replacing the existing 
660m long sea wall around the Island site in St. Anne’s.

The site also being a strategic headland means it will also manage the coastal risk to the 
natural dune and beach defences to the north and south over the same period.
The existing seawall is currently in a poor condition and is now at the end of its design life. 
Having been first constructed in 1935 the crest level is low resulting in frequent 
overtopping, flooding and damage to the seawall and promenade.

With climate change and future sea level rises, the frequency and severity of overtopping 
and flooding is predicted to worsen, meaning action needs to be taken imminently to 
protect those homes and businesses in the area.

Councillor Roger Small, Chair of the Operation Management Committee for Fylde Council 
Said: “I am delighted that the council has received approval with the necessary financial 
support for this important infrastructure scheme. The new sea wall project will first and 
foremost provide security from rising sea levels for the next 100 years, but as we have 
seen with our other sea wall enhancements, it will bring in extra revenues from increased 
visitors and users. I would also like to stress that this has been achieved by modelling the 
scheme to retain the much-loved attractions.
Finally, this is the opening investment in the St. Anne’s regeneration projects that will 
ensure the town has a good future.”.

St. ANNE’S SEA DEFENCES
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Andrew Shore, Area Coastal Engineer for the Environment Agency, said
“We look forward to working with Fylde Council to help deliver this ambitious project over 
the next few years that will continue to protect over 500 properties and businesses in the 
area from flooding and coastal erosion”.

The project follows the success of the Fairhaven to Church Scar sea wall project which 
completed in 2020.
This previous project, which stretches from Fairhaven Lake to Church Scar promenade 
adjacent Seafield Road, Lytham, was designed to protect up to 2,400 properties from 
coastal erosion and flooding. Work began on site in 2018 after previous defences which 
were built in the late 1890s were identified as being in a failing condition, requiring 
emergency repairs to be financed every year to prevent a breach and coastal erosion.

Works on the St. Anne’s sea defences could begin as soon as January 2023 and be 
completed by August 2024, and meetings with stakeholders, and public exhibitions of the 
works proposed will be held before any works begin.

For regular updates and information regarding the project visit 
https://www.discoverfylde.co.uk/stannesseawall/
Posted on October 08, 2021, by Fylde Council in News

St. ANNE’S SEA DEFENCES



8

It has been a very busy few months at the station as volunteers got stuck into making St. 
Anne’s station as attractive as they could. Summer saw the focus on developing a new 
planting area, improving existing ones and redesigning others as well as continuing with the 
regular tasks of dead heading, cutting the grass and weeding. 
The hanging baskets have provided a very colourful show at the front of St. Anne’s 
station throughout the summer and well into the autumn.  The baskets were created by 
our green-fingered volunteers and, despite being classed as ‘self-watering’ planters, they 
have required quite a bit of attention during the July and August dry spells. 

Judges from Northwest in Bloom came to assess the station for an In Your Neighbourhood 
Award and the result is expected shortly. 
Blue One-Way signs have been installed to keep traffic flowing and make the site safer for 
both car users and pedestrians.  There is more traffic at the station since the installation of 
parcel collection lockers. 
The Station Friends have been short-listed for an Award at the National Community Rail 
Awards to be held in Southampton in December. Four new volunteers have been recruited.
 
In October contractors had to cut down a decaying tree but they were kind enough to leave 
the stump. The ever resourceful and creative volunteers engaged a tree sculptor to 
create something artistic.   The sculpture, James Shelliker has produced two wonderful 
owls which were officially unveiled by Town Council Chairman Gavin Harrison to coincide 
with Community Rail Week – see below. The owls were quickly named by several local 
residents as Twit & Twoo. 

ST. ANNE’S on the sea RAILWAY STATION
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ST. ANNE’S on the sea RAILWAY STATION
A new ‘Along the Line’ booklet is in preparation, and our 
innovative Christmas trees, made from discarded pallets which 
provoked so much interest last year, have had a lick of paint and 
will be appearing once again to give the station a festive look.  

Both stations in St. Anne’s took an active part in October’s 
National Community Rail Week. The Friends of St. Anne’s Station 
used it as an opportunity to unveil the newly installed 
History Posters and the sculpted owls. 

Two new history posters 
are now on display 
detailing the town’s 
developments over time.
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The group used their social media channels to emphasise the ‘Go Green campaign’ which 
was the overarching theme of the Community Rail Week in the run up to the Cop26 climate 
change summit. Volunteers handed out bulbs and publicity materials to travellers at Squires 
Gate and St. Anne’s stations. The Community Rail Newsletter published at the close of the 
event featured images and text about the activities at St. Anne’s station providing the town 
with some national coverage. 

The Silent Soldiers, to mark Remembrance will be installed together with ‘wooden’ poppies 
painted by the volunteers in the planters alongside them.

The stations along the line which are 
in Fylde have received a grant from the 
Welcome Back Fund. Some of the funding 
will be used to develop and promote Rail 
Trails which start and end at stations to 
encourage walkers and visitors to visit and 
explore local attractions, visit high streets 
and amenities etc. 

Tony Ford
Chairman

Friends of St. Anne’s on the Sea Station

ST. ANNE’S on the sea RAILWAY STATION
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FRIENDS OF SQUIRES GATE railway STATION
Squires Gate Platform 2 - Project Update October 2021

We have not done much work since the end of August due to availability of volunteers and 
also the weather being so flaky. 
The bullhead rail has now gone and we have made good progress on clearing the ramp 
area, though there is still quite a lot to do removing tree roots and brick piers.

Funds began to dry up and we had to repurpose more items instead but we are quite good 
at turning junk into artistic pieces of station furniture.
The crests are in position and look striking, the next job will be the Station Sign with 
funding from St. Anne’s Town Council towards its cost.

The week commencing 19th October was Community Rail Week and we handed out bags 
of daffodil bulbs to both rail users and passers-by at Squires Gate but also at St. Anne’s. 
There were lots of startled but please faces from people who received them 
and hopefully we might see some pictures of them in bloom in 2022.
 

Everyone seems to be amazed at what we have done, as are Northern staff, Network Rail, 
passengers and the community around us who often stop and watch our activities. 
We still have the company of lots of wildlife some of whom constantly dig up our bulbs 
and potatoes, but we will persevere after all they were there before us.
We have applied for additional funding for the project to enable us to complete the 
storyboards, remaining fencing and plants/ponds. Platform 1 is going to have a make-over 
shortly as we begin to replenish the plants in the raised beds ready for Autumn and Spring. 
We are extremely indebted to Northern, Network Rail, Community Rail Lancashire, 
St. Anne’s Town Council and Fylde Borough Council for their valuable support to us and the 
local community without which we could not have achieved these results.

Kind regards Barrie Russell
Friends of Squires Gate Railway Station
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SHEPHERD ROAD ALLOTMENTS

Shepherd Road Allotments slowly ‘woke up’ after the long time of restrictions and lock 
down. Tenants started planting their seedlings and sowing seeds in readiness for a good 
harvest at the end of summer. The weather was, in general, kind and with plenty of sun 
and a few showers, things soon took off. The regeneration of two large plots is almost 
complete with further new plots being available to let in the New Year. 

The highlight was attending the SATC September Spectacular in Ashton Gardens. 
Everyone you spoke too said how wonderful it was to get out and about again; we are all 
so looking forward to next year’s events. We hope to hold our Open Day (date to be 
announced) and of course all the celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee. 

The King’s Seed Scheme was a success again with many orders being placed. The majority 
of the orders have been delivered and we all look forward to bumper crops again next year. 
Of course, what we all should be doing now is digging our plots and applying manure for 
the bugs and the weather to do their thing, in readiness for planting next Spring; and of 
course, there are always weeds! Happy Gardening.

 If you are interested in renting a plot then please contact Mr John Nightingale:
 info@stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk or sras@hotmail.co.uk
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ST. ANNE’S KITE FESTIVAL
Kite Lite Event 2021 

St. Anne’s experienced its annual large scale Kite 
Festival in September as huge crowds headed to the 
town. Organised by Fylde Council in association with 
kite fliers SmileFactor10 and with support from 
St. Anne’s Town Council, the skies were filled with 
kites of all shapes, colours and sizes and were a sight 
to behold. Two days of full kite flying led to the town 
being very busy and a limited number of additional 
traders were to be found on the Promenade adjacent to the pier. 

Due to covid concerns of large scale events, some aspects of the event were scaled back or 
cancelled for 2021, so there were no fireworks, nor staging on the beach and instead of an 
evening fly on the Friday, an afternoon flying session took place instead. 
Due to international travel restrictions, the International teams couldn’t visit this year. 
However, it is hoped that ‘normal service’ can resume for 2022. 

The kite fliers were delighted with the weekend and the beach is a perfect location for 
such an event and many accommodation providers and food and drink providers had an 
extremely busy weekend. 
 
In 2022 the event is scheduled for the evening of Friday September 2nd with illuminated 
kites, Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th. 
More information on www.discoverfylde.co.uk 
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Community Litter Picks

When the CAN group was first put together, our aim was always to ‘do what it says on the 
can’. In other words, we are the Community and Neighbourhood group with the aim of 
bringing our community together with various activities and events. One of our ongoing 
objectives is to help keep our lovely town clean with Community litter picks each month in 
the outlying shopping areas. 
These are published on the SATC Website and our Facebook page.
We are always grateful for any help from residents in our community and provide all the 
equipment required.

                   The team at St. Albans Road Litter Pick                                   L-R: Councillors Little, K Harrison, Trudgill, G Harrison

COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD (C.A.N.) - LITTER PICKS



St. Anne’s September Spectacular 2021

In the middle of July St. Anne’s on the Sea 
Town Council was awarded funding by Fylde 
Council from the COVID Government Support 
Grant. The Town Council also assigned 
additional funding to the event. The funding was passed to the Town Council Community 
and Neighbourhood working group (CAN), including Councillors Joanne Gardner, Karen 
Harrison (Chairman) and Cheryl Little, for delivery of the September Spectacular in 
Ashton Gardens.

It would not have been possible to deliver a five-day event without the support and 
engagement of the following.:
Dorothy Aitken of St. Anne’s Carnival – For voluntary help in organising stalls and 
fairground rides.
Jayne Love of Mystical Wellbeing and her team of volunteers – For organising the little 
tent of calm activities.
Mr Mels Showcase Acoustic Stage & Linda at The Pavilion, One Fylde, Just Good Friends, 
In Bloom, Shepherd Road Allotments, Tony Ford (Town Trail walks), Infinity Vocal Work-
shop, Zumba Suzy and team, and HIVE Arts for fully embracing the community engage-
ment of the event.
All the stall holders, food outlets and participants for sticking with us.
The volunteers who came forward, helped in security and litter picking.

The stage performers High-Jinx, Fylde Ukulele Network, Noches De Salsa, The Trinitas 
Day Choir, Across the Boards, Steve Canavan, Lytham St Annes Shanty Crew, Rialto, The 
Quarantinos, Feral Roots, Mike Taylor, Old Rope, Gemma Hart, Stephanie Lea, Cartoon 
Food, Emily Adams, Whistletest, Rupert Fabulous, Ziggy Spider’s 1970’s Matinee Show 
and Counterparts Rush Tribute.

Our contractors at Intent City, the Little Stage company, Event Management & Training 
(First Aid) and Smiths Hire.
Fylde Council officers and Parks Staff for allowing us to use Ashton Gardens, providing 
chairs and help in promoting the event and tidying up afterwards.
Town Council staff (Darrel, John and Kevin) for working to such a tight schedule and 
managing the additional workload.
Town Councillors – Onsite throughout the event handing out leaflets, providing security 
and litter picking.
And last but not least, Denby the dog for entertaining children and adults alike with his 
ball skills throughout the five days!

WE THANK YOU ALL.
Gavin Harrison – Chairman
St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council

COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD (C.A.N.) - SUMMER EVENT
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD (C.A.N.) - SUMMER EVENT
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD (C.A.N.) - SUMMER EVENT
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD (C.A.N.) - xmas switch-on
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD & St. Anne’s Carnival
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St. Anne’s on the Sea Town Council & St. Anne’s Carnival have joined forces to deliver a side 
by side event across the 2 additional Bank Holiday’s for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations (June Thurs and 2nd / Friday 3rd) and the weekend following (Saturday 4th 
and Sunday 5th).  

The Town Council will be delivering a special music event celebrating the musical eras of 
the Queen’s reign. The musical portion will run from 4pm each day to 10pm. An amazing 
show is guaranteed. To add to this the Town Council will be delivering activities for Children 
between 12 noon to 3pm. This will all happen in a massive marquee in Ashton Gardens. The 
Funfair will be present across all 4 days as will the food and drink vendors. 

Mark this in your dairy as it will be a wonderful event.
St. Anne’s Town Council

St. Anne’s Carnival will be back on June 4th and 5th 2022 for a special event. This will 
follow on from the Town Councils Platinum Jubilee celebrations. It was decided to hold our 
own belated 100 years of the carnival at the same time as the town’s celebrations for the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee - and as you can see the theme is Jubilee Carnival.

Hopefully the format will be as before. Parade on the Saturday morning followed by the 
crowning of the carnival queen, lots of stalls and entertainment in Ashton Gardens all day. 
Sunday will be the family fun day ending with the drawing of the grand raffle. 

I must say a big thank you to the committee who organise our 3 days of the event. They 
are a standalone group who do it without pay for the enjoyment of the town. If anyone can 
spare sometime to help you will be very welcome. We are in particular need of a parade 
organiser for the Saturday morning. 
See you all next year. 

Angela Jacques 
St. Anne’s Carnival Chairman.
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Goodness Vintage has appeared recently at 
9c Park Road, St. Anne’s on the Sea. It’s a 
sweet bijou shop selling antique and vintage 
furniture, housewares and gifts. Run by 
California native Sarah Brunner, the little 
shop is packed full of antique and vintage 
goods for the home. 

Stock ranges from armchairs and stools, 
vintage desks and tables to anglepoise lamps, 
vintage china, pictures, mirrors and all kinds of colourful small items, kitchenalia, and 
curiosities, including at the moment a taxidermy heron. The stock is refreshed weekly from 
both local markets and larger antiques fairs around England as well as items found on trips 
to the continent. 

Goodness Vintage offers commission (sale or return) selling and buys outright from 
individuals. Upholstery tutorials are offered as well, on an individual basis tailored to the 
needs of the student.

Miss Brunner takes pleasure in all things vintage and has started the shop after an early 
retirement from the tech industry in Silicon Valley California and London. She says “I’ve 
always loved vintage stuff and have a fondness for interesting furniture; I quite enjoy the 
finding of nice old things and offering interesting bits to whomever might stop in.” 



BUSINESS PROFILE - GOODNESS
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She’s in the process of restoring the first floor of the property to use as stock overflow and 
showrooms, as well as space for upholstery instruction. She says “Its a nicespace upstairs 
and I’d like to offer it to others too, to use as meeting space or for gallery type exhibitions, 
workshops or crafting sessions. I know there are a lot of artists and crafters in the area and 
I’m open to ideas.”

Business hours are Tuesday through Saturday 10:30 to 4:30, but vary a bit week to week. 
“As a single person business,” she says, “its tricky to open 7 days. I need a few days to get 
out buying and restock!”  
Check the facebook page (Goodness Vintage UK) for hours, or contact Sarah at Goodness 
Vintage by dropping in or ringing 07747706815.

Goodness Vintage
9c Park Road
Lytham St. Anne’s FY8 1QX
07747706815
brunner.sarah@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/goodnessvintageuk
www.etsy.com/shop/goodnessvintageuk
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ST. ANNE’S ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP (STEP)
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STEP into Christmas
STEP is excited to announce that we will be holding a STEP into Christmas Market in 
St. Anne’s in Ashton Gardens, from Thursday 9th December at 4pm until Sunday 12th. The 
event will see log cabins and gazebos hosting various local business selling their food, drink, 
seasonal goods, and craft items. There will be seasonal entertainment and a small funfair. 
We have even been in touch with Father Christmas, who has agreed to see the 
children in our Santa’s Grotto – so get your wish list for Christmas presents ready for him. 
Oh, and remember to be on your best behaviour to ensure you’re on his ‘Nice List’!
The event will be open:
• Thursday 9th December 4pm-8pm
• Friday 10th December 11am-8pm
• Saturday 11th December 11am-8pm
• Sunday 12th December 11am-6pm
The gardens will be decorated and lit, to provide a seasonal atmosphere while you shop 
and get into the festive spirit.
STEP is being supported in this event by both Fylde Council and St. Anne’s Town Council to 
make this happen. This is in addition to extending the sales opportunities for local 
businesses who will be represented at the market and selling their products.
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” in Ashton Gardens.

A Fresh Start for STEP
Following our Public AGM at the start of August, when the new board members were 
voted into their positions as part of our new constitution, we have been busy making a 
fresh start for STEP. Under our new Chair, Veli Kirk, we held a public meeting on 8th 
November to update our members with our plans for the future, including bringing a 
Christmas Market to Ashton Gardens. 
Allan Oldfield from Fylde Borough Council introduced a representative from ‘Building 
Design Partnership Ltd (BDP)’, the consultants appointed by FBC to work on St. Anne’s 
town centre development, who provided an update on the plans for development.
We remain committed to the town, its residents, and its businesses, and we welcome any 
support they can offer to us.

Contact:  
e-mail: info@stannesenterprisepartnership.co.uk



ST. ANNE’S PARISH CHURCH
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO LIVE IN ST. ANNE’S ON THE SEA
TO READ THIS NEWSLETTER!

Do you have friends or relatives who would be interested in 
reading about St. Anne’s?

If so, please ask them to email us to be added to our emailing list.
We will email them a pdf of the newsletter once it has been distributed.

Please let us know at: info@stannesonthesea-tc.gov.uk
Your email address details will only be used for this purpose.

St. Anne’s Parish Church Charity Christmas Tree Festival

Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December
Friday 17th, Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th December.

The Church is open from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm 
Admission is free
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